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Contagious, common virus
causes concern on campus

Class beats
rivalry with
opportunity

Brandon Wong
@BRWONG2

A series of recent cases of
hand, foot, and mouth disease
at the Honors Residence Hall
have raised concerns among
the residents. The contagious
v i r a l i l l ne s s h a s i n fec ted
several students on the second
f loor at the residence hall,
casting a shadow of gloom
over the residents.
“We don’t talk anymore.
Everyone locks their doors
i nstead of ha ng i ng out i n
the common room,” Jordan
H a m mo nd , a f i r s t-y e a r
public health student and a
resident of the affected floor,
said. “I usually wear a mask
around my hall” she added,
i l lu s t r at i n g t he c o m mo n
c o n c e r n a m o n g s t u d e nt s
about the contagious nature of
the disease. Hammond, along

Payton Lira & Taylor Palmer
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feet . La st mont h, F lor ida
State University suffered an
outbreak of the disease, with
over a dozen reported cases.
Hand, foot, and mouth disease
is both airborne and spread
t h rough phy sic a l cont ac t ,
w h ic h a l low s t he d i s e a s e

wit h many ot her st udents,
also expressed frustrations
w it h t he b eh av ior of t he
infected students.
H a nd , fo ot , a nd mout h
disease is a v iral infect ion
c om mo n i n c h i ld r e n a nd
i n f a n t s . I t c a u s e s f e v e r,
sores on t he mout h a nd a
sk in rash on the hands and
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SIGNS & SYMPTOMS
Fever

Sore
Throat

&

If the fever persists, small spots or

Loss of
Appetite

blisters may appear in the mouth and
rash may start appear on hands and feet.

PREVENTION
Wash

Don’t share

Your Hands

food or drinks

TREATMENT
Keep

There is no prescription,

Surface Areas

but over-the-counter medicine and

Clean

mouthsprays can help with pain.

@THEGAMECOCK

In the spring of 2017,
USC and Clemson
st udents will have t he
opp or t u n it y t o work
a long s ide e ac h ot her
at local Michelin
compa n ie s t h rough a
new course called ECIV
490.
This course will
focus on sustainabilit y
in industrial and
manufacturing systems.
According to the
promot ional f lyers,
topics covered w ill
include: “an over v iew
o f s u s t a i n a b i l i t y,”
“sustainability models,”
“sustainability metrics,”

“s u st a i nable bu si ne s s
and engineering analysis
c o n c e p t s” a s w e l l a s
“tools and methods for
a na ly z i ng i ndu st r ia l”
systems.
Brittany VanderBeek,
second-year MBA
st udent , worked for
Michelin over t he
summer and was part of
the effort to develop the
new course.
“I was i nv ited to
start a partnership with
USC , Clemson a nd
M ichelin and it could
be any thing I wanted,
and so looking at all of
our institution schools,
SEECLASSPAGE2

Fall Break trip
inspires students

Source: Center for Disease Control

DATES TO KNOW:
Community Partner Breakfast
7:30 to 9 a.m. in Russell House

Free Admission to the SC State Fair
With Student ID
Courtesy of Taylor Bradley

Healthy Campus Summit

Ella Bock

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Russell House Ballroom

@THEGAMECOCK

Green Zone Ally Training
1 to 3 p.m. on the Thomas Cooper Library Mezzanine

INSIDE

Luke Yengo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

30 undergraduate
st udents from the
Un iver sit y of Sout h
Carolina spent their fall
break in South Louisiana
volunteering with the St.
Bernard Project in efforts
to rebuild homes in areas
that were devastated by
August flooding.

USC student volunteers
spent all day Friday and
Saturday either restoring
one of t wo houses in a
Louisiana neighborhood
or helping set up the St.
Bernard Project’s new local
warehouse.
The students met and
interacted with the family
SEEBREAKPAGE5

A&C

SPORTS

In heated election year,
some state officials are in
uncontested races.

USC student
starts her
own jewelry
company

Gamecocks
look to get on
track against
1-6 UMass
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NEWS
Local Elections
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OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 20-23

Tour to win

500

$

ENDS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

N??:;@Ɵ1??
campus housing fair

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 | STARTING AT 11A

THEVILLAGE-COLUMBIA.COM
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USC student rape case goes to
Richland County jury
A rape case involving a USC student went to a Richland County jury
on Wednesday afternoon, The State reports. Carlos Jovany Hernandez,
23, could be sentenced to up to 30 years in prison if found guilty.
Hernandez testified that the student consented to sex in a dark alley
near USC’s Capstone residence hall. The student claims Hernandez
threatened to shoot her if she did not go into the alley and take her
clothes off. The prosecution has support from about 20 law enforcement,
civilian and medical witnesses. Hernandez, a native of Mexico, faces
deportation if convicted.
—Compiled by Alexa Campbell, News Writer

Elementary school bus
catches on fire in Irmo
A school bus caught on fire on Wednesday morning outside of Dutch
Fork Elementary School in Irmo, WLTX reports. No students were
harmed in the fire. Officials stated the driver smelled smoke and quickly
pulled over on school property and evacuated the children from the bus.
The cause of the fire has not yet been determined.
—Compiled by Alexa Campbell, News Writer

Several people stop on I-20 to
help pull man out of flipped car
About 12 to 15 people helped get a man out of a fl ipped car on I-20
Tuesday morning, WIS reports. The man’s car landed near mile marker
56 on the local highway and was completely overturned. In response to
the accident, several individuals pulled over and used their combined
strength to turn the car back to its upright side. Jonathon Janzen, the
driver in the fl ipped car, didn’t hit any other cars, and he walked away
with only a scratch.
—Compiled by Alexa Campbell, News Writer

ARTS & CULTURE
arts@dailygamecock.com
SPORTS
sports@dailygamecock.com
PHOTO
photo@dailygamecock.com
Editor’s oﬃce:
777-3914
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to spread read i ly i n
confi ned areas such as
college residence halls.
A lec Giak as, f irstyear biolog y st udent
and another resident of
the affected floor, was
i n fe c ted w it h h a nd ,
foot, and mouth disease
as a ch ild. He u rged
residents to be mindful
of those around them.
“Just be considerate
of others. When you’re
sick, just try to stay to
yourself until you get
better.”

CLASSPAGE1
I found that we really
align in sustainability,”
VanderBeek said. “We
decided to establish a
t wo-year partnership
st ar t i ng w it h a class
for u nderg raduate
students, crossd i s c i p l i n a r y, c o developed bet ween
Clemson and Michelin
that starts in the winter
of 2017.”
The cou rse,
M ic hel i n I ndu s t r i a l
Sustainability Creative
Inquiry, will be taught
by Dr. Paul Ziehl. The
course does require a
minimum of a 3.0 GPA
for st udents who are
interested in taking the
class.
“ I t h i n k it ’s g o o d
exposure for our
st udent s to get re a l
world problems and get
hands-on ex perience
and to be ex posed
through the classroom

Giakas, who ser ves
as the vice president of
the Honors Residence
Hall, has been in
close cont ac t w it h
Jim my McClella n,
the hall’s resident life
coordinator, to work
to contain the spread
of t he d i s e a s e . T he
u n i ver s it y h a s b e e n
fol low i ng up w it h
affected students on a
one-to-one basis.
Dr. Deborah Beck,
execut ive director
of St udent Hea lt h
Ser v ices, t here have
been f ive cases of

hand, foot and mouth
d isease d iag nosed at
the Thomson Student
He a lt h C e nt e r, a nd
that the people affected
l ive bot h on a nd of f
campus.
“This is not
u nusual in t hat each
year St udent Hea lt h
Services will see about
t he sa me nu mber of
st udent s w it h t h is
illness,” she said.
Beck encouraged all
students to get the flu
vaccine and to follow
the CDC’s guidelines
for preventing illness.

to relatively high-level
speakers on the topic
of s u s t a i n ab i l it y i n
general,” Zieh l sa id.
“T here w i l l be h igh
level speakers, experts
that come in and talk
on d if ferent a reas
of ex pert ise about
sustainability.”
Speakers will include
such specialists as Dr.
Ken Harrison f rom
the National Institute
of Standards and
Te c h nolog y, o ne of
the country’s original
scientific laboratories.
T he su st a i nabi l it y
cou rse w il l i nvolve
st udent s de velopi ng
new ways for Michelin
to d ispose of t heir
tires and will present
st udent s w it h t he
opportunity to go into
M ichel i n factor ies
a nd have ha nds-on
ex perience in t he
factory.
Jessly n Lowell,
assist a nt d i rec tor of

development corporate
and foundation
relat ions for USC ,
hopes to accommodate
12 students from each
campus and help them
travel to Michelin on
required days.
“USC and Clemson
are work ing together
to make sure that the
st udents w ill be able
to take adva ntage of
t hat M ichel i n t ire
p l a n t e x p e r i e n c e ,”
Lowell said. “They’ll
ac t u a l ly go i nto t he
plant and see how the
t ires are made a nd
it’s going to be a real
hands-on, professional
d e v e l o p m e n t
ex perience. St udents
are also going to
b e i nt er ac t i n g w it h
M ic hel i n exec ut ive s
t h rough t h is cou r se
and gain exposure to
potent ia l i nter n sh ip
opportunities.

@thegamecock
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Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO

When South Carolinians
go to the polls to elect the
lower house of next year’s
st ate G ener a l A s sembly,
they will find their choices
for ca nd idates ex t remely
limited.
Records compiled by
Ballotpedia show that only
a h a nd f u l of i nc u mb e nt
state legislators face primary
or major part y opposition
i n t h e i r p u r s u it o f o n e
of 124 seats in t he House
t h is f a l l. A con sider able
m aj o r it y of i n c u m b e nt s
seeking re-election are the
on ly c a nd idate s r u n n i ng
f o r t h e i r d i s t r i c t ’s s e a t
in the House, and several
more f ac e on l y pr i m a r y
opp o s it ion . Memb er s of
U S C ’s D e p a r t m e n t o f
Political Science attribute
t he r a s h of u nc ont e s t e d
races to a number of factors,
i n c l u d i n g a c y n ic a l b u t
inactive electorate and name
r e c o g n it i o n e n j o y e d b y
incumbent officials.
The Ballot pedia report
shows that 110 incumbent
state representatives sought
re-elect ion for t he 122nd
S out h Ca rol i n a G ener a l
Assembly and 106 won their
party’s district primary. Of

those 106, nearly three out
of four did not face a party
pr imar y earl ier t h is year
nor will they face a major
party opponent in the Nov.
8 general election.
To d d S h a w, a s s o c i a t e
professor and interim chair
of the USC Dept. of Political
Science, believes that singlecandidate races run contrary
to the most basic values of
American government.
Shaw said t hat t he
American sense of
democracy requires
competition.
“How do you hold
i nc u mb e nt s ac c ou nt able
for their record if nobody’s
challenging them on their
record?” he said.
Shaw stated t hat he
believes t he General
Assembly to be one of the
“top fi ve” least competitive
s t at e leg i s l at u re s i n t he
nat ion. Th is despite h is
ow n e st i m at ion t hat t he
Assembly affects the lives
of South Carolinians more
deeply than even the United
States Congress in a number
of fields.
Concerning t he low
percentage of incumbents
who a re elec ted out of
office, Shaw and department
colleag ue Bob Oldendick
ag reed t h at i nc u mb enc y
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Many state reps
run unopposed
in November

af fords represent at ive s
a n ad va nt age i n seek i ng
re-election.
“You’re already in office,
people k now you,” Shaw
said. “You have the ability,
thus, to get your literature
out.”
Oldendick, t he director
o f U S C ’s I n s t i t u t e f o r
Public Ser vice and Policy
Research , argued that fi rsttime candidates, even those
running for seats long held
by opposing parties, should
r u n specif ically for name
recognition.
“T hey bu i ld up t hei r
name recognit ion; people
know that they are serious,”
Oldendick said. However,
he c aut ione d t h at u s i n g
the mass media to advance
a ca ndidate’s recog n it ion
cou ld be econom ical ly
counteractive in S.C.’s more
sparsely-populated districts.
“Your Senate dist rict is
just a ver y small part of a
telev ision stat ion’s media
a r e a ,” O l d e n d i c k s a i d .
“You’re spending a lot in
terms of what it would cost
to run TV ads … if you’re
in Rick Quinn’s district in
Lexington Count y, you’re
doing that on W IS or any
of the local stations, that’s
going to Aiken County and
just all over the state and

you’re paying for that.”
St r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s t o
state elections, Oldendick
said, are necessar y to
remedy what he referred to
as the “incumbency effect.”
O ne c o n c e p t O ld e nd ic k
mentioned is a cap on the
number of terms a single
representative can spend in
office. Currently, members
of t he S.C . Hou se of
Representatives are eligible
for an unlimited number of
two-year terms.
At the start of the 2016
state legislative session, the
longest serving member of
the House was Rep. Grady
A. Brown (D-Kershaw, Lee
and Sumter), who entered
office in 1985. In March,
The State reported that the
incumbent Brown declined
to seek re-election for a 17th
term.
De spite
publ ic
disillusionment w it h
t he st ate of t he G ener a l
Assembly, however, change
in democratic government is
a slow process.
Oldend ic k st ated t h at ,
b a r r i n g a m aj o r e t h ic a l
scandal or loss of trust at the
state level, “it’s not going
to change over the next few
election cycles,” Oldendick
said.
At t he grassroots level,

Shaw said that S.C. voters
need to engage with their
representatives if they want
effective change to occur.
“ W he n y ou’r e c y n ic a l
or critical, particularly in
a system that’s not terribly
competitive, a few voices can
make a dif ference,” Shaw
said.
Mat t Moore, cha i r ma n
of t he Sout h Carolina
Republican Party, believes
that an overlong legislative
session coupled w it h low
pay — t he base sa la r y is
$10,400 — discourages many
potential candidates from
running.
“They often spend half the
year away from their small
businesses or jobs,” Moore
said.
The 2016 state legislative
session ra n f rom Ja n. 12
through Jun. 2. The Senate
and House will reconvene
for t heir respect ive 2017
sessions on Jan. 10.
Moore st ated t hat he
is i n favor of shor ten i ng
t he sessions to per m it
of f icials t ime to work
out side Colu mbia. He
said he believes t h is w ill
encou rage more civ ilians
to run for office, citing the
Georgia General Assembly’s
40-working-day session as
inspiration.
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TODAY is
COLLEGE DAY!
Get FREE Admission
with Student ID TODAY ONLY!
THURSDAY •4(84'*7ȶȉ

4(84'*7Ȧȶ-ȶȴ
@SCStateFair

Rides are Pay•One•Price EVERY DAY!
Tickets and Ride Vouchers available at

SCStateFair.org +
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of one of t he hou se s
they were working on,
which allowed them to
connect with the family
on a personal level and,
according to fourth-year
public heath student and
trip leader Hayley Ulmer,
“put a face to whose home
you’re working on.”
Sava n n a h Fisher, a
third-year English and
history student and trip
leader, recognized the
family’s positive attitude
towards t he sit uat ion.
She recalled one of the
homeow ners named
Cory telling her: “We are
young, we can start over.”
Second-year political
science student Taylor
Bradley spoke fondly of
the family, stating that
“t he y t o ok s o ut he r n
hospitality to a new level,”
and that “the kids were
heart-warming.”
“Seei ng just how
warming and how
welcoming they were and
how humble they were,
was an eye-opener for
everyone,” added Bradley.
Since the flooding, the
family has been living in
a trailer in their driveway.
Fisher said “it’s like they
are refugees in their own
front yard.”
“When you see the way
that some of these people
are living and how they

don’t even have a house,
it’s just humbling and it
reminds you what you
really have and are just
thankful,” stated Ulmer.
D e s p it e t he l i v i n g
conditions and lack of
access to a real kitchen,
the father of the family
cooked “pastalaya,” which
is a variation of jambalaya
made with pasta, for all
of the volunteers on their
last day.
“I was shocked, they
had lost so much and here
they were giving things to
us,” Fisher said.
“The fact t hat t hey
were willing to make all
that for us, that showed
me t hat t hey were
appreciative,” and “seeing
how apprec iat ive t he
entire family was just the
best feeling in the whole
world” said Bradley.
Luis Sierra, a
leadership coach at USC’s
Leadership and Service
Center and a service ally
on the trip, said, “many of
our students wished that
we had been able to do
more in the two days.”
Ulmer stated that the
group “just wanted to do
more, and we did as much
as we could while we were
there, but they’re still not
back in their house and
that’s ultimately what we
all wanted was for them to
be able to be back in their
house.”

Brad ley sa id it wa s
unfort unate t hat t hey
could not help out with
more houses, recalling
that “on the way there
we passed 40-60 houses,
w i t h p e o p l e w h o ’d
lo st e ver y t h i ng w it h
everything sitting in their
front yards.”
Although the volunteer
time on a USC Alternative
Break t rip is lim ited,
Fisher said, “every set of
hands can do something
to help,” and “in the end
you feel like you’ve gained
rather than given.”
Sierra expressed his
pride and gratefulness
for the student volunteers
who went on the trip,
stating that “they just
went into it, just, heart
first, and just dove right in
and they got to know the
families.”
The trip was
coordinated by USC’s
Leadership and Service
Center as an Alternative
Break trip. This
30-student group is thus
far the largest to go on
an Alternative Break trip,
and South Louisiana is
the farthest a group has
ever gone.
The Leadership and
Service center is looking
to areas af fected by
Hurricane Matthew in
planning for upcoming
winter and spring break
trips.

Courtesy of Taylor Bradley

Volunteers worked on family homes and with area shelters.

FALL PASSPORT FAIR
Wednesday Oct. 26, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Golden Spur Gameroom, Russell House Basement
Convenient way to your new U.S. passport
Documentation Required:
· 2” x 2” color photograph taken within last six months
(Photo service available for $10)
· Certiﬁed Birth Certiﬁcate
· Valid Driver’s License or State-issued ID, Military
or Federal Government ID
· Passport Application & Fees
(available at www.travel.state.gov)
· Passport Fees
($110.00 application fee must be check
or money order payable to the US
Department of State; Additional $60
for Expedited Service; $25 execution fee
and $10 photo service option may be paid
by cash, check, credit or CarolinaCard)
For more information,
www.travel.state.gov or call 803-777-3168

Lecrae
October 25

Moon Taxi
October 27

Sid and Nancy’s 5th
Annual Hollaween Costume
Explosion
October 28

12th Planet
October 29

5

6

Thursday, October 20, 2016

COLUMN

Bentley should stay on
bench to save redshirt

Larissa Johnson / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Despite minor impacts on-campus, Matthew devastated much of the Lowcountry.

Groups launch
Matthew recovery drive
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996

Various campus and community
org a n iz at ion s a re tea m i ng up
for a donation drive to support
S out h C a r ol i n a c o m mu n it ie s
still reeling from the effects of
Hurricane Matthew. UofSCRelief,
My Carolina Alumni Association,
Gamecock Athletics, the South
Carolina Police Chiefs Association
a nd She a ly Tr uc k C ent er a re
leading the effort.
The g roups w il l be set up
T h u r s d a y a n d Fr i d a y a t t h e
Carolina Alumni Center on Senate
Street from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
at the Devine Street Bi-Lo from

noon to 6 p.m.
Fo u r t h -y e a r R u s s i a n a nd
sociolog y st udent Cor y A lpert,
who fou nde d Uof SC Rel ief i n
response to the historic flooding of
October 2015, said that the group
is excited to reactivate in support of
other South Carolinians.
High-need items include nonperishable food, bot t led water,
cleaning supplies and diapers.
The t r uck s w ill head out
on Monday to t he Nichols and
Mullins communities in Marion
County. Intense flooding from area
rivers has left the towns devastated
in the wake of Matthew. According
to Alpert, donations will also be
sent to Beaufort Count y, where
USC has a satellite campus.

Of the
128 teams
in the FBS,
t he Sout h
Carolina
Gamecocks
rank 128th
in scoring
Marion
offense.
McCurry
When your
Sports Writer
offense
@McFlurry711
has only
scored nine touchdowns
— fewer than any other
team in the country —
some changes need to be
made.
Over t he past t wo
week s, t he bla me for
t he G a mecock s poor
of fen sive produc t ion
has been placed on
the t wo quarterbacks,
senior Perry Orth and
true freshman Brandon
Mc I l w a i n , w ho h a ve
been spl it t i ng t i me
under center thus far this
season. Neither one has
stats that fi ll up the box
score. Orth has appeared
in four games in which
he has thrown for 661
yards, two interceptions
a nd no t o u c hd ow n s .
McIlwain has taken
snaps in five games so
far with 567 yards, four
touchdowns (two passing,
t wo r ushing) and one
i nt e r c e p t i o n . W it h
every other team in the
country having scored
at least 11 touchdowns
a nd t he G a me c o c k ’s
record sitting at 2-4, fans
are calling for a change.
Not from Orth back to
McIlwain or for the two
qu a r terback s to spl it
time; no, Gamecock fans
everywhere are calling
for Jake Bentley to take
the field.
J a k e B e n t l e y. We
want Jake Bentley, the

t h i rd s t r i n g, b ac k up
quarterback who would
st ill be a sen ior i n
high school had he not
skipped his last year to
enroll early at USC, to
come off the bench, burn
his redshirt and save the
day? That is what this
season has come to.
Head coach Will
Muschamp has not put
an end to the speculation,
saying things like “We’ve
looked at all options as
far as what we need to
do,” and “We went back
a n d e v a l u at e d e v e r y
position,” and hinting
t hat Bent ley has now
caught up to Orth and
McIlwain after getting
off to a slower start in fall
camp.
South Carolina fans have
seen t his quarterback
carousel before under
former head coach
Steve Spurrier. Despite
being an offensive guru
and Heisman-winning
quarterback, Spurrier
struggled in recruiting
top t ier t a lent at t he
quarterback position due,
in part, to his reputation
for having a quick trigger
with his quarterbacks.
During his regime, South
Carolina let countless
t a lented qu a r terbac k
recruits leave the state
( Jacob Park and Mason
Rudolph are a few recent
examples). Muschamp
needs to avoid switching
back and forth between
quarterbacks in order to
not scare away potential
quarterback recruits in
the future.
A not her reason to
leave Bent ley of f t he
field is that a change at
quarterback can only do
so much. The oft-injured
G a me c o c k r e c e i v i n g

core has a tendency to
drop passes or not suit
up for games at all. The
offensive line has also
been ba nged up, but
even at f u l l st reng t h
they struggle with run
blocking, pass protection
and blitz pickups, things
t hat are somewhat
essent ial to being
s uc c e s s f u l a s a u n it .
Play i ng Bent le y now
would mean taking off
his redshirt and costing
him an ent ire year of
eligibility (do not try and
suggest that he will leave
early to turn pro anyway.
Let’s not get carried away
about a player who has
not set foot on the field
yet), and subjecting him
to injuries that may come
from playing behind a
struggling offensive line.
Bentley has also served
as an unofficial recruiter
for the 2018 recruiting
class. One thing he and
the coaching staff can
sell to those players is
that help is on the way,
but suppose Bentley were
to play and to perform
poorly. Would we see a
mass exodus of players
who had prev iously
c o m m it t e d t o S out h
Carolina only to find out
that their quarterback of
the future is not as good
as expected?
How Muschamp and his
staff handle this delicate
s it u at io n w i l l a f f e c t
how recruits, especially
quarterbacks, perceive
this coaching staff and
cou ld eit her bu ild or
shatter the confidence
of Brandon McIlwain. It
would be best to stay the
course, redshirt Bentley,
and let McIlwain and
Bentley battle for t he
starting job next spring.
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Take a tour & be entered to win an
ULTIMATE TAILGATE PACKAGE:

· Yeti Cooler
· Gamecock Gear
· Free Game-Day Parking
Pass at University Oaks
for all home games!
®

APPLY ONLINE @ AMERICANCAMPUS.COM
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SECURE YOUR SPACE TODAY!
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⋅ All utilities included
⋅ Individual liability leases
⋅ Roommate matching available
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Thursday, October 20, 2016

9

Student designer creates, sells
unique, custom-made jewelry
Kenna Coe
@TDG_ARTS

Courtesy of Alta Steele

USC fou r t h-yea r ma rket i ng a nd
management student Ragen Steele has
always had a love for jewelry and the
artistic ability to accessorize any outfit.
She became tired of spending too much
money on jewelry that wasn’t exactly
what she wanted. Last summer, Steele
solved her problem by creating pieces to
wear herself.
After receiving many compliments,
s he s t a r t e d R a g e n Bl a i r e Je wel r y
Designs and began selling to her friends
and family. Steele said that she sells her
jewelry to share her passion with others.
Steele emphasized that her jewelry
is perfect for women of any st yle or
age. She describes her pieces as a “less
t radit ional ... simple, t y pical Sout h
Carolina style” with “bohemian natural
stone accents.”
“It’s sort of a little bit more trendy but
traditional at the same time,” she said.
Her je wel r y i s c h a r ac ter i z ed by
many natural stones and unique beads
to create pieces t hat will stand out.
R a ng i ng f rom simple to Sout her n,
Ragen Blaire Jewelry Design has pieces
that will match any outfit.
A ll R agen Bla ire Jewel r y Desig n
pieces are handmade uniquely for each
customer, but it can take a bit of trial
and error when it comes to creating the
perfect accessory. Steele recalls some
of t hese moments of trial and error
with a positive attitude and as a way to
improve.
“Many times our beads just went all
over the f loor, but that’s part of the
learning process,” she said.
B e c au s e St e e le c a r e s ab o ut he r
products, sometimes if she is unsatisfied
with her fi nished piece, she will unstring
the beads and start from scratch. The
attention she puts towards the details of
each piece shows the difference between
ha nd made item s a nd store -bought
accessories.
Steele said she dedicates her time to
producing quality jewelry. She wants
her customers to know that “nobody

Courtesy of Ragen Steele

Courtesy of Bron Studios

‘The Birth of a
nation’ depicts
cruelty of slavery
“The Birth of A Nation”
Release Date: Oct. 7
Director: Nate Parker
Duration: 120 minutes

A-

Taylor Evans
@TDG_ARTS

“The Birth of A Nation,” released on Oct. 7, is a
historical drama based on the Nat Turner rebellion
of 1831. The fi lm ironically derived its name from a
racist propaganda fi lm by D. W. Griffith that glorifies
the rise of The Ku Klux Klan. Nate Parker wrote,
directed and starred in this film inspired by the
only extended slave rebellion in American history.

SEEJEWELRYPAGE12
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Student releases first EP
Alli McLeod
@ALLIHM

Just last Friday, one of USC’s
own students released his first
EP, “Eden.” Though secondyea r m a rket i ng st udent Ben
Wolverton is already in Tweito,
a local alternative- rock band,
“Eden” is his f irst solo work,
which he characterizes as chill
music that breathes more than
his band’s typical style. Months

i n t he m a k i n g, “ E de n” i s a
project t hat began in a dorm
room last year and made the leap
to production in May, fi nishing
just a month ago.
Months in the making, “Eden”
is a project that began in a dorm
room last year and made the leap
to production in May, fi nishing
just a month ago.
Wolver ton got i nto mu sic
early, fi rst becoming interested
in the fi rst grade when his father

started giving him piano lessons.
He moved on to learning how to
play the bass guitar when he was
inspired by “School of Rock,”
and then started learning the
guitar as he became bored with
the bass. Wolverton also taught
himself other instruments like
the mandolin and ukulele.
Wolverton is inspired by the
creative aspect of music and the
SEEEPPAGE10

Courtesy of Seth Ely

Making the ultimate study playlist
Alli McLeod
@ALLIHM

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Two months into this
fall semester, many of
u s h a v e e nt e r e d t he
“mid-semester slump”
a nd it ’s t he k i nd of
monster that’s hard to
shake. What better way
to combat it t han t he
ultimate study playlist?
K e ep mot i v at e d a nd
focused by having the
best soundtrack to your
education.
Where does it start?
Make a shell, starting
w it h a few of you r
favorite songs, so that
t here a re spot s a m id
your studying for a nice
dance break and singalong. If dancing and
singing doesn’t sound
like a good time to you,
it will at least serve as a
brain break.
The hard part comes
next: Fill in songs that
won’t d ist r ac t you.

It’s often been said that
classical music is t he
best to listen to while
doing work, but delving
into that genre of music
isn’t easy for a lot of
people. A solut ion to
this dilemma comes in
the form of songs you
k now t h at you don’t
know you know.
W h i le t h is seems
o dd , c l a s sic a l pie ce s
have been used as scores
i n f il ms, parod ied i n
cartoons and been
background music
in commercials, so
you’re probably much
more fa m i l ia r w it h
cla s sic a l piece s t h a n
you’d expect. Some of
t he most well-k now n
include t he “William
Tell Overture,” which
was the theme for “The
Lone Ranger.” Ludwig
van Beet hoven’s f if t h
and ninth symphonies
SEESTUDYPAGE12
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The Broom of the System: On David
Foster Wallace’s Collegiate Cult Status
Lizzie Erikson
@TDG_ARTS

Ever si nce h is deat h on
Sept. 12, 2008, author David
Foster Wallace has received
p o s t hu mou s ac c l a i m t h at
greatly exceeds the notoriety
he was afforded during his
life. His last effort, a muddled
and unfi nished work compiled
t id ily before he ha nged
himself, was published and
distributed in 2011. Called
“The Pale K ing,” it marked
the very last writing the world
would ever read of the late
great.
“ T he Pa le K i ng ” wou ld
sell well after its release and
would even be nominated for
a Pulitzer Prize. A reception
of its magnitude could only
be garnered by a kind of cult
following, or earnest readers so
tied to their respective content
creators that they immediately
procure t heir latest work s.
A nd it became evident that
a lot of this following took
place in and had a presence
on college campuses. But was
this prevalence intentional –
that is to say, manufactured by
professors at the college – or
SEEWALLACEPAGE12
Photos courtesy of Little, Brown and Company
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sharing of music with others.
“Music is one of the most creative
things that you can do in a way that
everyone can relate to,” Wolverton
said. “It’s a really cool thing to be
able to reach out to different people.”
Recording was new for Wolverton,
and he said that the challenge was a
big reason as to why he took it on.
He and his friend, who produced

the EP, went as far as taking studio
e q u ip m e nt t o a l a k e h o u s e t o
remove themselves from their usual
recording environment to get “the
creative juices flowing.”
With “Eden” being so stylistically
different from what he usually plays
with his band, Wolverton noted that
it was nice to be able to make music
in a way that he hadn’t done before.
One part he especially enjoyed was

the fact that he was writing for every
part, not just writing for bass or
guitar.
Though he sings casually, t his
project is the fi rst major experience
Wolverton has had with singing.
“I just st ick to my inst r ument
because I know I can do that well,”
he said, remark ing t hat learning
how to write and perform vocals
was difficult and that he had some

“defi nite phony moments.”
The worship-based music draws
upon the idea of hope, inspired by
the current state of the world.
“A l l t h e s e i s s u e s t h a t s e e m
hopeless, but for me when I look at
them, I know that there is hope and
life beyond the world, and that this
is kind of, for me, a temporary home.
It’s ver y hopeful and I wanted to
share that,” Wolverton said.

ALL INCLUSIVES
NO
N CAPS EVER
BRAND NEW LUXURY
XURY SSHUTTLE TO CAMPUS
LESS THAN 2.5 MILES FROM CAMPUS
CAYCECOVE.COM | 215 SPENCER PLACE | CAYCE, SC | 803.739.0899
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Letter to Leonardo DiCaprio
Brad Dountz
@TDG_ARTS

Dear Leonardo DiCaprio,
How’s it going, man? Your
2016 has been crazy so far, what
with your Oscar win and your
climate change documentar y
“Before the Flood” about to air,
and you probably spoke to at
least one Victoria Secret model
which, in my mind, makes a
pretty good year. Yet I digress.
I wanted to talk to you about
something personal that you
may not be up for but certainly
would make you the apple of the
world’s eye for generations to
come. The other day I found
out you are producing a new
“Captain Planet” movie. That is
awesome! It’s the perfect project
for you to get others involved
with climate change awareness
a nd prevent ion. However, I
just have one small request that
would make your movie and
your message a whole lot more
interesting: Please play the role

of Captain Planet in the new
movie.
I do not think you realize the
potential of the situation you
are in right now. Current ly,
you are arguably the biggest
movie star on Earth, with your
films in recent years growing
in selectivity and quality. You
have the power to do literally
whatever movie you decide to be
in and the rest of the industry
adjusts to your decisions. You
have been pretty vocal in your
climate cha nge disc ussions,
and you have been involved in
many documentaries showing
the dangers we face now. Now
you have the opportunity to do
something you have never done
before: star in a franchise! It
would be perfect. I know you
were in talks of playing Robin in
“Batman Forever” and Anakin
Skywalker in the “Star Wars”
prequels, now this is a chance to
do all of that, but still stay true
to your goal in helping us see the
values of going green.

You can’t just be the producer
of “Captain Planet,” you need to
walk the walk and take this role
of a lifetime. You are Captain
Planet! People will wait outside
the theaters for hours to see you
in tights, with your blue face and
green hair, preaching about the
joys of recycling. I know this
kind of role may seem ridiculous
now that you are an Oscar winner
and are trying to figure out your
next role with the utmost care,
and I respect that. But for all of
the kids who watched “Captain
Planet” growing up, this would
be a dream come true. You can
def y ever yone’s expectations
of yourself by putting on the
unorthodox character of Captain
Planet towards a more grounded,
acceptable approach. You can do
the absolute ridiculous and take a
hold of this project that has been
calling your name for far too
long. I hope you make the right
call, Captain(?).
Sincerely,
(Hopefully) everyone
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
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“The Birth of A Nation” effectively
presents the audience with a striking
portrayal of the atrocities associated
with American slavery in a way that
leaves the viewers contemplating the
dark past of our nation.
Even before watching this movie,
some may be familiar with the story
of Nat Turner, a literate slave born
in 1800 on a Virginian plantation.
Turner was a leader among the slaves
in Southhampton County, and he
used his education to preach the
gospel to his peers.
In 1831, Turner led a rebellion that
resulted in the murder of his slave
master and his family. Accompanied
by a militia of about 75 slaves armed
with stolen weapons, he then staged
an insurrection that took the lives
of 51 white people. Turner went
into hiding for a few weeks before
he was captured and executed along
with some of his supporters. His
rebellion terrified Southerners and

IT’S
GOOD TO
BE KING.

forced them to create stricter laws to
protect their way of life.
“The Birth of A Nation” takes an
artistic license on Turner’s story by
featuring the intimate details of his
entire life and only depicting the
actual rebellion toward the end.
The characters in t he f ilm
are well-developed and dynamic.
Parker sk illfully depicts Turner’s
tortuous inner dialogue that led him
to action. As a child, Turner was
obedient to his masters and happy
to quote Bible scriptures justifying
his bondage. As an adult, he grows
to real ize t hat h is masters have
hidden the passages of the Bible that
renounce his enslavement and he
grows defiant and vengeful. Turner
struggles throughout the film but
experiences a great deal of growth
and development as an individual.
It is l i kely Pa rker wa s not
attempting to create a completely
accurate depiction of a historical
event, and t here has been much
debate among historians over how

Nat Turner’s story was portrayed
in this movie. Many details were
altered for dramatic effect or brevity.
For example, t he master Turner
killed was named Joseph Travis, not
Samuel Turner as the movie asserts.
This f ilm was more of an
emotionally impactful portrayal of
one slave’s influence on the region
and the horrors of the institution
of slavery than a historical account.
Although the film wasn’t the most
factual, the scenarios were believable
enough to allow t he audience to
empathize with the characters.
One of the film’s shortcomings
was the level of predictabilit y in
some of the scenes. There were many
moments when viewers are able to
easily guess what’s coming next. A
slave woman is caught alone by slave
catchers and violently raped. A slave
child is given the opportunit y to
be educated before having it taken
from him and being sent to work in
the fields. A slave confronts a slave
ow ner and is v iciously whipped.

While these situations are absolutely
valid, they have been done time and
t ime again in f ilms wit h similar
topics.
T he pred ic t abi l it y of cer t a i n
situations is only redeemed by the
Parker’s take on the scenes. While
ma ny wou ld ex pec t a rape or
whipping scene to be gory to shock
viewers, this film took a different
approach. The emphasis du r i ng
these scenes was on the emotions
of the characters affected by the
violence, rather that the actual acts.
While there were scenes that were
particularly violent, it was obvious
that the goal wasn’t to continuously
traumatize audience members.
The actors in this film consistently
del ivered st rong per for ma nces.
Parker’s portrayal of Turner was
f aceted a nd c a lc u l ated, a nd he
was able to convey t he wavering
between the complacency caused by
his relatively fair living conditions
SEENATIONPAGE12
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are both used in countless fi lms.
T he me s f r o m P y ot r I l y ic h
Tc h a i k o v s k y ’s N u t c r a c k e r
a nd Swa n L a ke b a l let s a nd
“1812 O v e r t u r e” a l s o h a v e
b e e n c o m mo n l y u s e d . A nd
Richard Strauss’s “Also Sprach
Zarathustra” was popularized
by “2001: A Space Odyssey” and
Carolina football.
Looney Tu nes d id a g reat
job of including t he classics,
so the “Ride of the Valkyries”

WALLACEPAGE10
was it all happenstance? Do his
themes just resonate well with
students of college age?
Nom i n ated for a P u l it z er
Prize, Wallace’s most recent work
was published after his death.
The answer, to no one’s dismay,
is both. There was no denying
his competency in the craft, but
his eloquent prose was matched
only by t he concept ualism it
described.
A professor himself, Wallace
struggled with many of the same
philosophical questions as his
pupils, just on a different level.
His first novel, “The Broom of
the System,” follows the life of
a college student and her sister
as they try to find their senile
g ra nd mot her, who’s esc aped
f rom her nu rsi ng home. H is
second novel and the one widely
considered as his magnum opus,
“Infi nite Jest,” describes the lives
of teenage tennis players trying

by Richard Wagner may ring
a bell as “kill the wabbits” by
Elmer Fudd and “The Barber of
Seville” may as well be credited
to Bugs Bunny.
For t he ad ve nt u r ou s , m y
recommendations include the
overtures to both “Nabucco”
and “La forza del destino” by
Giuseppe Verdi, Georges Bizet’s
“L’Arlesienne Suites,” Antonio
V i v a l d i ’s “ F o u r S e a s o n s ”
and Beet hoven’s “Moonlight
Sonata.”
To add even f urt her, non-

l y r ic a l c over s a nd ac ou s t ic
versions of popular songs are
the perfect inclusion for your
playlist to keep you on track.
A rt ists like The Piano Guys
and Two Cellos record all kinds
of music and do classical-pop
mashups that could earn a spot
on your go-to list.
W it h a pl ayl i st l i ke t h i s ,
the only other step to success
is act ually dragg ing out t he
textbook that has been collecting
dust for the last month.

to place t hem selve s — bot h
athletically and psychologically
— on a professional, adult level.
“The Pale King” was the sequel
to “Infinite Jest” and therefore
follows the same themes of the
fi rst story as its characters age.
T he t heme s of t he novel s
themselves, like the difficult y
of mak ing the transition into
adulthood and the struggle to
ditch adolescent solipsism, are
bound to appeal to an audience
who is ex per ienci ng t hese
con f l ic t s it self. T h is is why
college students lend themselves
so freely to Wallace’s advice.
Wallace even gave ex pl icit
advice to the Kenyon College
g r adu at i ng c l a s s of 20 05 i n
his renowned commencement
speech “This is Water,” which
detailed his idea of their next
steps as a group entering t he
adult world. The speech would
be later published in book form
in 2009.

Dav id L ip s k y, aut hor a nd
then-editor for Rolling Stone,
described the man as someone
not only to be heralded by college
students, but by everyone. Lipsky
said that Wallace “was the one
voice I absolutely trusted to make
sense of the outside world for
me.”
“A nyone t hat pick s up h is
work for the next 50 years will
have t hei r a nten na pol ished
and sharpened, and they’ll be
receiving many more channels
than they were aware of,” he said.
But the 50-year mark might
be a woef u l u nderst atement.
His work’s relevance has grown
almost in spite of his death, his
own mortality. Should cultural
opinions of his writing continue
the respectful upwards trend that
has been seen around campuses
and t he world alike, Wallace
could be entering the literar y
canon — a place that knows no
such thing as mortality.

NATIONPAGE11
and the vengef ulness brought on
b y t h e b r u t a l it y s l a v e s f a c e d .
Gabrielle Union’s character didn’t
have speak ing lines, yet she was
still able to communicate the joy of

love and the pain of sexual assault
through body language alone. Her
character’s silence likely represents
the powerlessness of slave women
during this time period.
Although this fi lm doesn’t present
an entirely true-to-life account of

JEWELRYPAGE9
else will really have
a neck lace just l ike
you rs.” She ma kes
a n ef for t to de sig n
each piece differently.
Her c u stomer s c a n
wear t he jewelr y
confidently knowing
they won’t run into a
friend with the same
necklace.
T h e
y o u n g
ent repreneu r a lso
m a ke s a n ef for t to
keep up with current
jewelry trends. When
describing her most
popu la r item, she
notes “t he beaded
choker is t he big
t h i n g, a nd I t h i n k
the price point of the
beaded chokers that
I have is somet hing
t hat rea l ly at t r ac t s
people to buy ing
them.” She takes the
typical leather choker
t rend a nd adds her
own personal touch.
The unique piece can
be paired with a nice
game day dress or a
casual everyday outfit.
Since Ragen Blair
Jewelr y Design
started not long ago,
most of her customers
come by word of
mouth. She uses
her per sona l soc ia l
media to promote her
products because that

a famous rebellion, I believe that
Pa rker was able to successf u l ly
establish the legacy of Nat Turner
a nd h igh l ight t he i nju st ice s of
American slavery. This fi lm allows
viewers to commiserate with the
people of t h is t i me per iod a nd

is t he best way for
her to reach a large
number of people.
Steele also sets up
a table at her sorority
house, Kappa Kappa
G am ma, a nd sells
ma ny pieces to her
friends. She hopes to
set up tables in front
of ot her soror it y
houses as her jewelry
company continues to
grow.
Wo r k i n g t o w a r d
t wo deg rees, Steele
certainly has plent y
to manage time
wisely between school
and her business. A
balance between her
work a nd school is
something she finds
n e c e s s a r y, s o s h e
uses free time to her
advantage.
“I take Sunday
af ter noons to make
a few new t hings ...
and sometimes I have
lots of special orders
... a nd t ake out t he
t ime on evenings
and Sundays to make
jewelry,” Steele said.
To Steele, jewelrym a k i ng isn’t a job,
but she uses it as a
stress-reliever instead.
Her love for jewelrymaking makes all of
the extra time spent
worth the fi nal result.

understand the rationale for their
actions. The real value of this movie
lies in its ability to spark important
discussions on race and make viewers
think deeply about the history of the
United States.

@thegamecock
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Republican platform built on fear, not policy
Cameron Wall
First-year international
business and finance
student
Both on the national and the local level, perhaps
the defining characteristic of the Republican platform
this election cycle has been an appeal to fear: fear
of a weakening America, fear of free trade, fear of
certain religions, fear for homeland security. The
proposed solutions are as outlandish as the problems
they aim to solve, from high-tariff protectionism
to refusing immigrants on the basis of religion. On
careful examination, they just don’t hold water.
Living a little shy of four miles from the KansasMissouri border, I have frequently seen commercials
for the Missouri candidates for office this election. As
nasty as political commercials often are, I have been
astounded by the sensationalized claims and appeals to
ignorance that have surfaced in this year’s Republican
pleas for office. A certain ad making the rounds across
televisions made me burn on the inside, but not for its

desired reason, nor the reason that it will likely do the
same for many others that view it.
The ad concludes, “Josh Hawley worked for a
terrorist; he should never work for Missouri,” but not
before declaring that he “sued law enforcement so
Mohammed could practice radical Islam.” Mr. Hawley
is a candidate for the state’s attorney general who once
worked for a firm that fought for the liberty of all
faiths. Mohammed is a Muslim man from Arkansas
who has spoken of waging jihad and is currently serving
time in federal prison for cutting his girlfriend’s throat.
In a case that Hawley wasn’t even involved with, his
firm successfully argued to the Supreme Court for
the man’s right to grow a half-inch beard in prison for
religious reasons. According to Republican sponsors in
Missouri, this equates to Hawley supporting terrorism.
The unfortunate truth is that this ad will find a
large audience across the state. In such a turbulent
political atmosphere, Americans are returning to fearinspired sweeping action against a certain group that
has spurred some of the most appalling prejudice and
misunderstanding throughout history. The nation is
reeling from what some are calling its largest terrorist
attack in 15 years, pushing anti-Muslim sentiments to
new highs, buffeted by statements from presidential
candidates and the belief that the current president

isn’t doing enough to address the issue. Does this ad,
however, depict the new lows to which the American
regard for civil liberty, freedom of speech and reason
have fallen?
Even if the plaintiff of this case was a practitioner
of a radicalized sect of his faith, the verdict is a
First Amendment triumph. The man’s beard was
a fundamental part of his religion, a belief held by
millions of other men of his faith who harbor no hate
towards those of other faiths. This beard, limited to
only half an inch, will not affect the prisoners around
it in the slightest, but allows its wearer to fully express
his faith. Its effect on others is no more than that of the
large tattoo of a cross on a different inmate’s back.
It is worrying that a trial that fought for the religious
freedom of a man, a constitutional guarantee, can be
so twisted to claim that a Missouri candidate, wellremoved from the case, is a supporter of terrorism.
Yet this is the political climate of 2016 and the
dangerous reality of a populace opposed to scrutinizing
the truth behind claims or removing themselves
from passion in order to let critical thinking break
down faulty arguments. In this year, more than ever,
American voters must not allow politicians to play with
passion at the expense of certain groups, or the country
could be headed down a path of dangerous precedent.

Police officers should be better trained
Isabelle Carroll
First-year public relations student
Fou r years. That’s how long I
have to study and test and intern
u nt i l I c a n receive a deg ree i n
public relations. That doesn’t sound
a ltoget her u n rea sonable. Mo st
professions require applicants to have
a degree, and most degrees take four
years to complete. However, there is
a profession that sometimes requires
an educat ion minimum of a high
school diploma and only 12 to 14
weeks in a training program: the
police force.
“How can this be?” you may ask.
Certainly a police officer’s margin
of er ror i s muc h sl i m mer t h a n
mine will be in any standard public
relations job. If I make a mistake, I
will lose clients. If an officer makes
a mistake, someone might lose their
life. Considering the gravity of the
job they carry, it is absurd that any
standard college degree requires
more training and education.
The unrest surrounding the police
force right now is undeniable. Every
week, it seems a new video surfaces

of police brutality or a fatal mistake.
Just t his past mont h, a dash-cam
video was released to the public in
which two officers shoot and kill a
six-year-old boy while attempting
to shoot his father. The public cries
for just ice a nd pu n ish ment, a nd
rightly so. The nation mourns the
loss of such an innocent life because
of the carelessness of two men sworn
to protect our countr y’s citizens.
Mourning and justice has had its
time, but now our country must focus
on how to keep this from happening
again, on how to stop this epidemic
of police violence.
One obvious answer is to increase
the currently extremely short time
of police training required. While
a p p l i c a nt s m u s t p a s s e nt r a n c e
exams and background checks to
be accepted into a police academy,
once there they complete only 12 to
14 weeks of training. Completing
all port ions of driver’s educat ion
requirements in the United States
takes longer than this 12 to 14 week
window of training that new officers
go through. We must demand that
men and women who are given the
right to carry and use lethal weapons
train at least as long as our teenagers

learning to drive. It should take our
country at least the same amount of
time to trust someone with a gun and
badge as it does to trust a teen with a
car and license, if not longer.
Another issue that is contributing
to police violence is the large number
of militar y veterans who are now
part of the police force. There are no
specific numbers on the prevalence
of ex-military in policing as they
are grouped in with school crossing
guards, wardens and other guards
i n sec u r it y related posit ion s by
t he Bu reau of Lab or St at ist ic s.
Nonetheless, it is commonly accepted
that a large number of military vets
join the force after their service is
complete because of the similarities
between the two careers. Both require
similar skill sets and experience.
However, t here a re i mpor t a nt
differences. In some cases, soldiers
are taught to resolve encounters with
the opposition by killing the enemy.
Additionally, the military settings
these vets are coming from are much
more violent than the civilian ones
they are entering. While a gun may
be the primary way to solve a confl ict
on a battlefield overseas, it is usually
not the correct way to solve disputes

at home. Being immersed in such
violent life or death situations while
in their military service can make it
hard for vets to switch their reactions
when operating in a civilian setting.
I am not say ing t he police force
should t urn away applicants with
any military background. We should
require extensive retraining, however,
so t hat less v iolent solut ions to
intense encounters become ingrained
in their reactions. Furthermore, they
should also undergo more thorough
psychological testing and be retested
on a continuing basis. These men and
women deserve the utmost respect
for their service and should be free
to continue to serve our country as
police officers — if they are properly
retrained and pass all psychological
tests.
V iole nc e s e e m s t o b e o n t he
increase in America. Most of it comes
from criminals. As we see in the daily
news, though, too much of it appears
to be coming from our own police
forces. It is wit hin our countr y’s
control to increase police training
time and psychological testing and
these are things that must be done.
Soon. Before any more of our nation’s
six-year-olds are harmed.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Ms. Carroll and ot hers
who believe that kneeling for the
national anthem is disrespectful
and ineffective:
We as sports fans can debate
t he at h let ic capabil it ies of
Kaepernick, but to relegate him to
a benchwarmer is not an effective
way to say he is t r y ing to pu ll
a publicit y stunt, but more of a
way to name call and belittle his
attempts to highlight issues. Before
I get to my point, I hope you, and
others who may share your feelings
on this issue, realize how and who
the “Star-Spangled Banner” was
written for. Francis Scott Key was a
lawyer and slave-owner who in his
own words said African Americans
are “a distinct and inferior race of
people, which all experience proves
to be the greatest evil that affl icts a
community.” So before you revere
the anthem and patriotism as these

transcendent, pristine standards of
what makes a great nation, make
sure you understand who some of
its major figures were. If it means
b ei ng d isre sp ec t f u l towa rd s a
man who thought people such as
myself are inferior, then I support
Kaepernick fully.
S e c o n d l y, i n y o u r c o l u m n
you never actually state what or
why his protest is ineffective. Is
it simply the fact that he is not
holding a press conference or doing
a press release? Furthermore, your
assertion that athletes, especially
those of color, have to protest in
t he way YOU wa nt t hem to is
absolute antithesis of an effective
protest. People were not supportive
of Martin Luther K ing Jr. when
he was at his height with the civil
rights movement. According to
Gallup, his positive ratings were
only 41 percent in 1963 and as

low as 32 percent in 1966. We hail
the nonviolence of MLK and the
civil rights movement but have all
this anger over someone taking a
knee. It’s absolutely laughable but
extremely problematic. For some
reason, the general public outside
of the community affected are so
dismissive of the plight, simply
because it does not meet t heir
respectability quota. The fact that
columns such as these still come
up on campuses across the country
shows just how effective his protest
has been. Instead of having anger
against K aeper n ick a nd ot hers
joining him, please spend your
time fighting police brutality and
other social issues alongside those
affected. That is how we all can
truly have an effect.
–Khristopher McGill, fourth-year
management and fi nance student

Tech industry jobs overrated
Nick
Sembrat
Fourth-year
international
business and
economics student

What mayor wouldn’t want his
or her city to be the next Silicon
Va l le y? T he a rea h a s reac hed
an almost mythical level for all
things innovative and is held up
a s t he gold st a nda rd for h igh
tech nolog y compa n ie s a rou nd
t he world. L o c a l gover n ment
of f icials dream of a sim ilar
entrepreneurial environment that
creates jobs, new businesses and
increased revenue streams in the
form of taxes on young high wage
workers. In an effort to fulfi ll this
dream, governments tend to fund
research efforts within their cities.
Columbia is no exception.
Earlier this year the University
of South Carolina, in combination
with IBM, opened the Center for
Appl ied I n novat ion across t he
street from the Strom Thurmond
Wel l ne ss Fit ne ss Center. T he
c e nt e r ’s g o a l i s t o f o s t e r a n
env iron ment for tech nolog ical
i n novat ion a nd resea rch i n
t he hop e s of i mprov i ng lo c a l
c o m mu n it ie s a nd ou r s c ho ol.
Building this space seems like a
great idea, but is it destined to fail?
T here i s no doubt t h at t he
new facility will be beneficial to

researchers by prov iding t hem
the guidance and support of IBM
specialists, but the outlook is less
ros y for t he c it y of Colu mbia
itself. Let’s say t hat you create
some device or app that is going
to change the world while working
in this facility. Fulfi lling the goal
of both the school and IBM, you
decide to start your own business
around your ground breaking idea.
Like any good entrepreneur, you
know that to get started you need
t wo t hings: smart workers and
money. W here are you going to
fi nd these in Columbia?
Most likely you haven’t been
alone in developing this idea, so
starting the business with your
f r ie nd s s e e m s p r e t t y lo g ic a l .
You k now a few people i n t he
engineering and business schools
and they have helped you create
your device and a sound business
pl a n , b ut y ou r f r ie nd s a r e n’t
experts. There is no guarantee they
have any knowledge of the industry
or what it means to run a company.
And even more importantly, you
need capital. A lot of capital. A
majority of startups fail and one
of the leading causes for failure is
that the new company simply runs
out of money. Because you are a
college student with no income,
you need people to invest in your
idea. You r parent s, who in t he
best case scenario are helping pay
for your education, are extremely
supportive of your endeavor but
a re u n l i kely to h ave a couple
hundred thousand dollars lying
around. Getting a loan from the
bank seems like an obvious choice,

but banks are naturally risk-averse
and the process for applying for a
loan can be lengthy and difficult.
Crowdf unding is too unreliable
and you don’t have the house or car
for equity fi nancing, so where can
you turn for the money? Venture
capitalists, who will invest in a
startup in hopes that it will make
it big and give them a profit, and
angel investors, who will invest in
a startup without regards to their
own profit.
These are you r best bet s for
t u r n i n g y ou r s m a l l ide a i nt o
mu lt i m i l l ion dol la r gold to
hopef ully be bought up by one
of the big tech companies in the
future. Unfortunately, Columbia is
not known for its wealth of venture
capital, and you may struggle to
fi nd any willing angel investors in
the area. So you decide to move
your business to the place where
you know you will fi nd the money
a nd t he m i nds t hat you need:
Silicon Valley.
That is the struggle for cities
across A mer ica. They all w ish
to c reate a n at mosphere for
innovation and job creation but
if the fi nancial systems are not in
place it makes the task of being
Silicon Valley 2.0 that much more
difficult. There is no doubt that
the new innovation center will lead
to exciting research opportunities
and the chance to grow innovative
ideas into new businesses. The
true challenge will be to convince
ent repreneu r s t hat C olu mbia,
South Carolina, is a better place to
be than Silicon Valley.

Societal beauty standards need
to change, not individual people
Alyssa

Broer
First-year
public
relations
student

How many mornings
have you woken up,
looked in the mirror and
w a nt e d t o c r aw l b ac k
under the covers? Beyond
the messed-up hair and
t ired eyes, t he reasons
we feel like this extends
much deeper: Society has
become so obsessed with
perfection that anything
less than what we see on
the covers of magazines
fails to satisfy us when we
look in the mirror.
O ver - e d it e d i m a g e s
a re not by a ny me a n s
new concept s to ou r
societ y. W het her t hey
erase a few wrinkles on
a famous actress’s face or
virtually reduce a model’s
dress size, the presence
of false-realit y creating
images has taken over the
field of advertising and
media. But in March of
2014, adver t iser s took

airbr ushing way too
far when images from a
Target campaign surfaced
s how i n g mo d e l s w it h
unnat ural indentat ions
car ved into their
bod ies due to obv iou s
airbrushing errors. The
images went viral.
It really can’t come as
a su r pr ise t hat photos
of seem i ngly per fect
individuals shoved in our
faces every time we turn
on the T V or purchase
a magazine have taken a
huge toll on self-esteem
levels. Adolescent s,
particularly females, have
con sistent ly d isplayed
lower levels of self esteem
and higher levels of eating
disorders in relation to the
increasingly publicized
image of per fect ion as
the goal for the female
appearance. In fact, 17
percent of females ages
8-12 in a study report that
they have used unnatural
measures – pills, laxatives
a nd e ven sel f-i nduced
vomiting – to lose weight.
Eight-year-olds don’t
even feel satisf ied with
themselves anymore.
In a world that likes to
claim that gender equality
is real a nd happen i ng,
we really need to start

prot e c t i n g ou r you n g
girls from dangerously
unrealistic pressures put
upon them. The mindset
it creates is not conducive
to girls believing in their
ability to become leaders
or doctors or any t hing
else they may want.
A dole s c e nt s a l re ad y
face so many pressures
c om i n g at t hem f rom
nearly ever y angle:
Increasing difficult y of
schoolwork , f ight i ng
between friends and tense
relationships with their
parents. Why, as a society,
do we fi nd it appropriate
to add to these pressures
by conv incing t hese
young people that they
do not look good enough
without makeup, or with
their hair in a ponytail, or
with a little meat on their
bones? As vulnerable as
they are, we still publish
drastically altered photos
of the icons they look up
to and t he brands t hey
adore.
W hat’s worse,
advertisers know
t hat audiences feel
v u l ner able when t he y
see unrealistic portrayals
of society’s expectations
of t hem. Compa n ies
u se t h is k nowledge to

t hei r adva nt age: T hey
consistently hire models
that are much too thin
and use airbrushing and
e d it i n g t e c h n iq ue s t o
make the models appear
f lawless to persuade
audiences that they need
to cha nge t heir ow n
appea ra nce to match
t he models. Once t hey
conv i nce aud ience s of
t h i s , t he y at t a i n h igh
levels of prof it because
the audiences associate
the images of perfection
w it h whatever product
the advertisement is for.
A s a college st udent,
t he days of acne-f illed
mor n i ng s a nd poorly
placed bobby pi ns a re
not to o d ist a nt i n my
memory. It hurts to think
of all the young people
going through those same
trials, but with even more
pressure from targeted
med ia , c a mp a ig n s a re
telling them that they are
not good enough. Instead
of u n nat u rally ed it i ng
photos of celebrities and
models to fit the image
o f p e r f e c t io n , m a y b e
we should alter what we
believe, as a society, to be
perfect by being exactly
who we are as individuals.
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Don’t shame
women for
biology
Olivia
Harris
Third-year biology
student

Driving back from fall break with
her parents’ car loaded up with winter
clothes, a friend of mine stashed a box
of tampons behind her headrest in the
back seat for safekeeping. She didn’t
want the box to get crushed, needed
them in an easy-to-reach location and
thought the back window of the car was
a perfectly suitable place. However, when
her stepfather got out of the car to pump
gas and caught sight of them, he became
incredibly upset. He said that “no guy
wants to see that,” and it was “disgusting
to advertise that sort of thing.” He seemed
completely panicked that this cardboard
box filled with small cotton cloths was
out where a poor, unsuspecting man
might be subjected to viewing it. So what
is it about feminine hygiene products that
is so incredibly terrifying to men?
It starts with the over-sexualization of
women’s bodies. Women’s bodies are so
sexualized in today’s culture that preteens
aren’t allowed to wear tank tops in middle
school, and this is just accepted as rote
— that boys cannot be held responsible
for their actions or their own education
if girls are distracting them by flashing
some sensual upper arm. “Look what
she was wearing” is a common defense
for rapists, because showing cleavage
is apparently an invitation to be raped.
Women’s bodies are so over-sexualized
that men have a hard time understanding
that things like vaginas and breasts
might have purposes other than their
enjoyment. A nd when these vaginas
and breasts are doing things other than
providing men with pleasure, such as
bleeding or birthing and feeding babies,
then they’re considered disgusting — like
that is something that shouldn’t be talked
about, that should be handled quietly by
other women, so as to not disgust the
realms of men.
I’m sure anyone who has followed this
year’s debates will remember Donald
Trump’s comment on moderator Megyn
Kelly, blaming her react ion to his
behavior as a symptom of her period. It
seemed to me that Trump was trying
to bounce back from being managed by
a woman by attacking the one thing all
born-women have in common. This tells
me that men, like Trump, want women
to be ashamed of menstruating not just
because it’s not sexy, but because it’s one
of the most womanly things to do. This
side of sexual shaming is a social tool
used by society to keep women just a step
below men. But don’t worry, there are
economic tools, too.
Most states exempt certain necessity
items from sales tax. These necessities
include groceries, food stamp purchases,
medical supplies and, in some states,
even clothes. Shockingly not on the
list: tampons and pads. Not only are all
women paying sales tax of the products
used to manage this unavoidable and
biological phenomenon, but they also
pay a separate luxury tax on top of it.
Because having our bodies cramp up and
shed out an organ lining of blood and
mucus is a luxury that we are fortunate
enough to experience. And pay extra
for. People with diabetes who have to
take insulin every day aren’t taxed on
their medication, so why is it that people
who bleed out of their vaginas every
month have two taxes to pay? I suppose
it’s because the gender wage gap isn’t
quite wide enough.
It is a scientific fact that approximately
50 percent of the world’s population
bleeds regularly out of their vaginas. It
is an unavoidable fact of life. About 50
percent of the population has brown
eyes, and that’s not something that is
considered gross, shameful or disgusting.
Is the reminder that women’s bodies do
more than just service men too much
for their fragile masculinity to handle?
Is being a woman really so bad that we
shouldn’t even acknowledge female health
concerns? Is menstruating a luxury that
women shouldn’t gloat about? There is
no reason for a man to see a tampon,
clean and unused in a woman’s purse, and
panic. He won’t catch period cramps. He
won’t spontaneously start lactating.
T h e r e ’s n o t h i n g w r o n g w i t h
menstruating. There’s nothing wrong
with being a woman. And there’s nothing
disgusting or shameful about either.
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EMPLOYMENT
Preschool assistants and
substitutes
Eastminster Day School
@ 3200 Trenholm Road,
Columbia, is now accepting
applications for part-time
teachers & substitutesmornings and afternoons.
Interested applicants, please
call 771-1512

Email eds@eastminsterpres.
org

EMPLOYMENT
Intern for new tech startup.
Email zach@boosterapp.tv

OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150 (803) 317
9060

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice of
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800867-5018

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Relax and consider.
A profitable idea could
really work. Cost s
may be h igh. Make
pla ns a nd budget s.
Take a creat ive tack.
A roadblock requires
careful navigation.

Work out a fi nancial
compromise w it h
you r par t ner today
a nd tomor row.
Negot iate for ter m s
you can live with. Cut
entertainment expense.
Ma ke repa i rs before
adding frills.

Gemini
Theories require
revision when put into
practice. Learn from an
enthusiastic friend, and
tweak for current realities.
Generate more income
over the next two days.
Relax.

Cancer
Yo u r t r a n q u i l i t y
gets disturbed.
Disag reement s a nd
errors can t hrow a
monkey wrench in the
works. Slow down and
re v iew det a i l s. Ta ke
care of yourself before
helping others.

Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking
dependable part time help.
Must be able to work some
weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Apply in person with
resume.
Dog Daze 1241 Veterans
Road
695.0091
Email dogdazellc@bellsouth.
net

YOUR LAMP
CAN BRING OTHERS

A BRIGHT FUTURE.
YOUR DONATIONS TO GOODWILL® HELP
FUND JOB PLACEMENT AND TRAINING
FOR PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Household issues
require attention
today a nd tomor row.
Unexpected developments
reveal realities
previously hidden. Make
modifications to support
new circumstances.
Travel could interfere
w it h t h i ng s. C h a nge
plans.
You can learn what’s
necessar y if you keep
a n open m i nd. St udy
a nd pract ice. G o to
the source for deepest
understanding. Extend
you r reac h. Slow for
turns.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DONATE STUFF.
CREATE JOBS.

HOROSCOPES

Taurus
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Virgo
To u g h q u e s t i o n s
conf ront a g roup
endeavor. Keep you r
at t it ude posit ive.
Address them, one by
one. You don’t have
to do e ver y t h i ng.
Listen to other views.
Consider u nusual
suggestions.

Libra

Capricorn
Come to a n
agreement wit h your
partner over the next
two days. You’re smart
a n d e f f e c t i v e n o w.
Enlist team support.
Collaborat ive ef forts
m ag n i f y wh at ’s
possible.

Aquarius

A cha l lenge test s
your mettle. You can
solve a puzzle. Review
basic fact s. Check
your notes. Someone
you respect is paying
attention. Do your best
work.

If you push too hard,
expect breakage. Take
especially good care
of y ou r b o d y t o d a y
a nd tomor row. Re st
when it says to. Feed it
nurturing goodness.

Scorpio

Pisces

Get into a t wo-day
adventure. Inject love
i nto t he equat ion.
Unexpected deviations
and delays could arise;
expand your territor y
without risking expense
or hassle. Study options
online.

Spor t s, ga mes a nd
f u n w it h fa m i ly a nd
friends entice over the
next t wo days. Avoid
risk y business. Work
cou ld i nter fere w it h
pl a y t i me . L i s t e n t o
experts and critics.
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

ACROSS
1 Spice organizer
5 48-Across brand
9 Right-angled
supports
14 K-12, to textbook
publishers
15 Neck and neck
16 Slightly moisten
17 “The
Autobiography of
Malcolm X”
collaborator
19 Green hue
20 Camcorder button
21 Google executive
chairman
Schmidt
22 Had too much,
brieﬂy
23 Antlered animal
24 “The helpful
place” sloganeer
28 Mu followers
29 Pt. of a sentence
30 Vote against
31 Certain
commuter’s
destination: Abbr.
32 The Belmonts
frontman
34 1930s migrants
36 Many a circus
employee
42 Scheherazade’s
milieu
43 Designer St.
Laurent
45 Tech sch.
overlooking the
Hudson
48 Iced drink
49 “Just an update”
letters
52 Pipe bend
53 Wayne Manor
resident
56 Actress Peeples
57 Sasquatch
cousin
58 “The Dukes of
Hazzard” deputy
59 Mt. Sunﬂower is
its highest point
60 Antacid, brieﬂy
62 Light bulb-overthehead instance,
and a hint to 17-,
24-, 36- and 53Across
64 When many take
morning breaks
65 Proofreading
mark

66 Winans of gospel
67 Calf-roping loop
68 Sign
69 You might steer
one with your feet
DOWN
1 Behind, or hit
from behind
2 Christian chant
3 Inspects
4 “Kid-tested” cereal
5 Pasta or potato,
e.g.
6 More slippery
7 Nut-bearing tree
8 Big name in ice
cream
9 Wall St. deal
10 Subordinate to
11 Athletic brand
founded by Adolf
Dassler
12 Backslide
13 Birthplace of
Bergman and
Garbo
18 Accumulation
25 “Eso Beso” singer
26 Picnic worry
27 Turned green, say
33 Bethesda-based
medical org.
34 Resistance unit
35 Devious
37 Field with roots
and logs

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

38 __ rug
39 King with three
daughters
40 Symbol of balance
41 Faith
44 Italicized
45 Sunglass Hut
brand
46 Mexico’s __
Vallarta
47 Altogether
49 Fireworks
highlight
50 Naval petty
ofﬁcers
51 “Make __”: Picard

catchphrase
54 Movie listing
listings
55 Bring up again?
61 What two heads
are better than
62 Disturbance
63 Intro givers
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PICKSPAGE22
this will be the week it happens.
The South Carolina secondary has
been a much-improved group in 2016.
The Gamecocks rank 14th in the FBS
and second in the SEC in passing
yards allowed per game. However, the
weakness of the defense comes in the
run game, where they rank dead last
in the SEC and were demolished by
Georgia in their latest showing.
UMass will need its backfield to have
a big game against the Gamecocks and
should feed tailback Marquis Young
many carries in order to compete on the
road.
The Pick: South Carolina 34, UMass
14
The Gamecocks’ offense should
find more success against UMass. On
defense, the secondary will lock down
the Minutemen receivers, allowing
defensive lineman Darius English to
disrupt the UMass backfield.
No. 6 Texas A&M at No. 1 Alabama
(3:30 p.m., CBS)
Texas A&M was fortunate enough
to enjoy its bye week before now facing
Alabama in an SEC West showdown
on Saturday. The Aggies’ extra week of
preparation should help them manage
fatigue as the game progresses.
Trevor Knight will need to utilize his
talented receiving core led by Christian
Kirk to exploit the Alabama secondary.
The Aggies will likely need to depend
on the passing game as the Tide have
the top-ranked rushing defense in the
nation. Pulling off the upset will require
a balanced attack from the Aggies, and
Trayveon Williams must have a solid
day on the ground.
The key for the Texas A&M defense
will be to stop A labama’s dynamic
quarterback Jalen Hurts. Defensive
lineman Myles Garrett will play a big
role in disrupting the Alabama offense
and will likely draw double teams for
most of the game.
The Alabama offense hopes to keep
rolling like it did a week ago against
Tennessee. The Tide posted 438 yards
on the ground and were driven by big
game from Hurts and the running
back duo of Damien Harris and Bo
Scarbrough against the Vols. They will
look to their offensive line to dominate
the trenches and keep the ball on the
ground to beat the Aggies.
The Pick: Alabama 37, Texas A&M
32
If Alabama gets another non-offensive
touchdown this week they will be hard to

beat. The defense will once again step up
and shut down the Aggies high-powered
rushing attack to remain undefeated.
Middle Tennessee at Missouri (4
p.m., SEC Network)
Missouri returns home limping after
a brutal beatdown on the road against
Florida.
T he Drew Lock we saw i n t he
early part of the season has seemingly
disappeared, and so has the Tigers’
offense. Lock struggled mightily against
the Gators, completing only four passes.
He and the Missouri offense must get
back on track against the Blue Raiders
and will need to establish a running
game with their freshman back Damarea
Crockett.
The Missouri defense will be faced
with a tough task in stopping Middle
Tennessee quarterback Brent Stockstill.
The Blue Raiders have a top-five passing
offense and will look to fi nd the holes
in the Tigers’ secondary. Running back
I’Tavius Mathers needs to succeed in the
running game to give the Blue Raiders a
balanced attack.
The Middle Tennessee defense will
need to force turnovers and get big plays
from their special teams. If the Blue
Raiders win the turnover battle, they
have a real shot at beating the Tigers.
The Pick: Missouri 38, Middle
Tennessee 27
Crockett played well against Florida
and will continue his success this week.
Lock will regain enough confidence to
push Missouri past Middle Tennessee.
No. 17 Arkansas at No. 21 Auburn
(6 p.m., ESPN)
Arkansas takes to the road to face
Auburn after a big win over Ole Miss.
A u s t i n A l le n t h r e w f o r t h r e e
touchdowns in the upset last week
and will need a similar performance
against Auburn. Rawleigh Williams III
is coming off a brilliant game against
the Rebels and will face a tough Auburn
defensive line led by Carl Lawson. For
the Razorbacks to beat the Tigers, the
offensive line must win the battle in the
trenches to give Allen time to throw and
allow Williams holes to run through.
Arkansas’ defense will need to shift
gears from last week’s game against Ole
Miss. The Rebels’ attack is centered on
quarterback Chad Kelly and the passing
game, but Auburn features an explosive
running game led by Kerryon Johnson.
Johnson plays against the Razorbacks
after getting dinged up a bit last week
against Ole Miss. Kamryn Pettway has
also proved to be a force in the Tigers’
backfield and will challenge the Arkansas

defense.
Auburn’s defense has been surprisingly
stingy in the passing game, yielding
just a shade below 200 yards per game.
Putting pressure on Allen and stopping
Williams will be the Hogs’ main goal on
Saturday.
The Pick: Arkansas 35, Auburn 24
The Razorbacks’ offense is clicking
on all cylinders and will be too much
for Auburn’s defense to handle. While
Arkansas’ defense hasn’t been great, they
will be able to step up and make enough
plays to contain the Tigers’ backfield.
Mississippi State at Kentucky (7:30
p.m., SEC Network)
Mississippi State suffered a bitter road
loss to BYU in double overtime last
Friday.
Despite the loss, there were a few signs
of improvement for the Bulldogs. Nick
Fitzgerald was able to hit a few big plays
including a 44-yard touchdown pass to
receiver Keith Mixon. Running back
Aeris Williams stepped up in the absence
of Brandon Holloway and managed a
decent game against the Cougars last
week. Holloway is questionable for the
matchup against Kentucky, so Williams
will need to be ready to put in a solid
performance.
The Bulldogs’ defense held t he
Cougars’ offense in check for most of
the game last Friday. This week, the
unit is faced with the task of stopping
Kentucky’s deep backfield.
The Wildcats use four different
running backs regularly and will be able
to keep fresh legs on the field for most of
the game. Quarterback Stephen Johnson
will need to improve on his performance
from two weeks ago against Vanderbilt,
where he threw just 49 yards.
On defense, the Wildcats have made
massive strides since early in the season.
Shutting down Fitzgerald and forcing
Mississippi State to turn to the run game
is essential for the Wildcats to get the
victory.
The Pick: Mississippi State 30,
Kentucky 21
The Bulldogs’ defense will shut down
the Kentucky pass attack en route to
a road win in Lexington, Kentucky.
Fitzgerald’s dual-threat abilit y will
separate the Bulldogs late in the game.
Tennessee State at Vanderbilt (7:30
p.m., ESPNU)
Vanderbilt was dominated by Georgia
a week ago, and the offense appeared to
be even worse than in previous weeks.
However, the Commodores managed to
outscore the Bulldogs 17-16 in an upset
victory.

Special teams boosted the
Commodores to the win over Georgia
and will need to do the same in the
coming weeks to keep winning. Ralph
Webb continues to be the workhorse
as Kyle Shurmur has been unable to
get the passing game going. Webb was
Vanderbilt’s leading rusher and receiver
last week and is poised for a big game
against Tennessee State.
Vanderbilt’s defense has been the
stronghold for the team. This week, they
will look to contain Tennessee State’s
offense, which is led by quarterback
Ronald Butler.
Butler and the Tigers will look for a
way to overcome the Commodores size
and athleticism and pull of the FCSover-FBS upset.
The Pick: Vanderbilt 24, Tennessee
State 17
The Commodores aren’t going to
blow anyone off the field. Tennessee
State’s defense has a shot at making this
game very interesting in the fourth
quarter.
No. 23 Ole Miss at No. 25 LSU (9
p.m., ESPN)
Ole Miss is looking to rebound after
a tough loss to Arkansas a week ago.
The Rebels will enter perhaps the most
hostile environment in the country
Saturday night as they travel to Death
Valley for a night game against LSU.
Quarterback Chad Kelly is hoping
for a better performance against the
Tigers than he had last week. Kelly’s
completion rate against Arkansas was
under 50 percent for the first time this
season.
However, Kelly was not entirely to
blame for the loss. The Rebels once
again failed to establish a decent running
game behind Akeem Judd. In fact, Kelly
led the team in rushing with 89 yards
and two touchdowns. LSU will once
again make it tough for the Rebels to run
the ball against their physical defense.
The LSU defense has been stellar all
season long. The group ranks fourth
in the FBS and second in the SEC in
scoring defense. Their game plan is take
away the pass and force the Rebels to
beat them on the ground.
The Tigers expect to get Leonard
Fournette back this week. His return
would only reinforce a dynamic backfield
that has excelled through the play of
Derrius Guice.
The Pick: LSU 33, Ole Miss 24
The home field advantage will aid
LSU in another victory. Danny Etling
will continue to be efficient and let the
backfield carry the Tigers’ offense.
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Column: Staley’s
Gamecocks should
be title favorites

Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The women’s team is coming off of a 33-2 season that
ended in a loss to Syracuse in the NCAA Tournament.

Adam Orfinger
@AORFINGER

In 2008, Dawn Staley took over a South Carolina
women’s basketball program that was essentially dead,
having failed to put together a winning conference
record or reach the NCAA Tournament in its last
five seasons under Susan Walvius. By last season,
Staley had made the Gamecocks into a powerhouse,
having reached the program’s first ever Final Four in
2014-15 before posting a 33-2 record last year.
Staley has led the Gamecocks into the Sweet
Sixteen in four of the last five seasons, falling just one
win short in the year of the lone exception. From the
last few seasons, particularly the Final Four run, one
key piece is missing: three-time All-American guard
Tiffany Mitchell. Replacing Mitchell in 2016-17 will
be difficult, but, luckily for the Gamecocks, their
main rival has far more to replace.
Fresh off its fourth-consecutive national title,
Connecticut will look to move on this season
without its three-headed monster of Breanna
Stewart, Morgan Tuck and Moriah Jefferson. The
three players combined for 45.7 points per game
last season, more than 50 percent of the Huskies’
offensive output. That fails to take into account the
fact that those three players were the team’s leaders
in assists, and Stewart and Tuck topped the Huskies
in rebounds.
R e pl ac i n g St e w a r t , t he f ou r - t i me Mo s t
Outstanding Player of the Final Four, would be
tough enough for the Huskies, but replacing the
next two best players from last year’s team has
Connecticut looking uphill for the upcoming season.
Meanwhile, the Gamecocks have to replace
Mitchell, as well as a portion of last season’s
support ing cast in K hadijah Sessions, Sarah
Imovbioh, Tina Roy, Asia Dozier and Jatarie White.
However, there is plenty of talent ready to step into
big roles right away for South Carolina.
Georgia Tech transfer Kaela Davis is one of two
transfers eligible after playing last season, and the
6-foot-2 guard should be a matchup nightmare for
opponents, as Staley says Davis has the ability to play
any position on the court. The No. 2 player in the
2013 recruiting class, Davis earned All-ACC honors
in both of her years in Atlanta, leading the conference
with 19.2 points per game as a sophomore. With the
graduation of both backcourt starters from last year’s
Gamecocks, Davis appears to be a plug-and-play
solution for Staley, and she could even be an upgrade.
South Carolina has another 6-foot guard now
eligible in North Carolina transfer Allisha Gray.
Gray was the No. 7 overall player in the 2013 class,
and she also earned All-ACC honors in 2014-15 after
averaging 15.8 points and 7.6 rebounds per game
while pacing the team in made threes. Between Davis
and Gray, the Gamecocks could have a backcourt to
replace Mitchell and Sessions, or even surpass it.
Staley also pulled in the nation’s No. 27 recruit for
the incoming freshman class in guard Tyasha Harris,
who has extensive experience in the USA Basketball
program. Harris averaged over 23 points per game
in her senior year of high school, and the freshman
could factor into the rotation immediately.
This whole article has ignored the obvious: the
dominant duo of A’ja Wilson and Alaina Coates,
both of whom are named to the Preseason AllSEC team for the upcoming season. The 6-foot-4
Coates averaged a double-double, while the 6-foot-5
Wilson was named as the SEC Player of the Year
after leading the Gamecocks with 16.1 points per
game. Throughout last season, the South Carolina
frontcourt gave teams of all skill levels fits, as the
size, power and touch of both players is unmatched
by any team in the country.
Outside of Davis, Gray and Harris, the Gamecocks
still have plenty of talent to support the established
bigs. Bianca Cuevas-Moore may step into the role of
starting point guard after showing flashes of top-level
play last season. Doniyah Cliney and Tiffany Davis
are healthy and ready to make big contributions off
the bench.
The point is this: South Carolina has four of the
best players in the country who can all play together
in the starting lineup, and all are at least 6 feet tall.
With a coach like Staley and a strong supporting
cast that includes Cuevas-Moore and Harris,
the Gamecocks have all the pieces to overtake a
rebuilding Connecticut team. Also, South Carolina
will yet again be battle-tested after a strong nonconference schedule and be put through the grind of
an SEC schedule.
A healthy Gamecock team should be the favorite
to cut down the nets at the end of the season. Wilson
can steal the show as the nation’s best player, while
Staley can continue to improve her coaching resume,
as South Carolina has the most talent in the country.

Behind enemy lines: 5 questions with
UMass sports editor Andrew Cyr
Adam Orfinger and Andrew Cyr
@TDG_SPORTS

A head of Sat u rday ’s game
against UMass, managing editor
Adam Orf inger got in touch
with A ndrew Cyr, the sports
editor at Massachusetts’ Daily
Collegian, to get the Minutemen’s
perspective on playing South
Carolina.
TDG: UMass has played two
competitive games against SEC
opponents this season. W hat
worked for the Minutemen in
those games, and how have they
prepared UMass for another SEC
contest?
AC : I n t he g a me ag a i n st
Florida, UMass’ defense played
some of the best football we’ve
seen it pl ay t h i s ye a r. T he
Minutemen held Florida to only
10 points through three quarters,
and for a team with the talent of
UMass, against an SEC team, let’s
call a spade a spade, that’s pretty
good. The defense was swarming
the ball on all plays, and it looked
faster than I’ve seen them play
in my three years covering the
team. It was Ross Comis’ first
start at quarterback as well as the
first start for two members of the
offensive line, and the Minutemen
really struggled to move the ball
in the middle of a rainstorm.
A ga i nst M ississippi St ate,
however, it was the offense that
outplayed the defense. Andrew
Ford threw four touchdowns
and the offense moved the ball
consistent ly in bot h t he r un
and pass game, something the
Minutemen have struggled with
throughout the season. While
he did throw three interceptions,
one was on a go-route that the
receiver slipped and the other was
late in the fourth quarter in a twopossession game when it he was
just chucking it all over the field.
Defensively, Fred Ross just
absolutely torched the Minutemen
for 126 ya rds a nd a pa i r of
touchdowns, as head coach Mark
Whipple called him one of the
best receivers in the country.
UMass also struggled to contain
Nick Fitzgerald in the rushing
game.
TDG: Quarterback Andrew
Ford has put up decent numbers
since taking over the starting job.
What does he need to do to attack
a South Carolina secondary that
has exceeded expectations this
season?
AC: The biggest issue for
Ford this season has been his
consistenc y. You look at t he
game against Mississippi State

dhkgvkdbkgj gkjd/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

dgjk dsg sdn gs dgsdjkg jkd jkg djkg sd gjkds gjkds jkg sdkgjsd gjsdkjg
Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina pass defense ranks 14th in the country in yards allowed.
where he threw four touchdowns,
then on the flip side generated
only 83 yards of total offense
in the second and third quarter
combined against a defense like
Tulane. He’s at his best when he’s
hitting tight end Adam Breneman
or wide receiver Andy Isabella
running crossing routes across
the middle, so I think against a
defense like South Carolina he’ll
have to start inside and then work
his way outside the numbers and
down the field. You never know
though, Whipple loves to run
funky formations against teams
of South Carolina’s caliber — he’s
lined up both tackles outside the
numbers to block for the slot
receiver catching a screen pass —
so you just never know what he’ll
have up his sleeve.
TDG: The UMass defense has
struggled mightily, particularly in
the last four weeks. Facing a South
Carolina offense that ranks dead
last in scoring offense, something
has to give. What are the keys for
the UMass defense on Saturday?
AC: As simple as it sounds,
UMass has missed count less
amounts of tackles, and it has
really hurt them over that stretch.
Last week against Louisiana Tech,
Bulldog wide receiver Carlos
Williams broke four tack les
on one of his five touchdowns
receptions on the day. To put that
number in perspective, UMass’
leader, Isabella, has five all season.
Like most teams in college
football at this time of year, health
has also been a big issue for the
M inutemen. Last week, t hey
found out their defensive leader
and captain, middle linebacker
Shane Huber is out for the year
with his second ACL injury in
his time at UMass. Linebacker
Teddy Lowery has also missed the

last two games with an injury, so
the core group has really taken a
beating, which is a big reason for
the number of missed tackles.
Fi n a l ly, t he M i nutemen’s
secondary isn’t a very big one.
The defensive backfield features
multiple players under 6-foot who
have had problems keeping up
with bigger, stronger and more
physical receivers on the outside.
UMass needs to make sure it’s in
the right position, because a lot of
times this season, the defensive
backs lost the 50-50 balls to bigger
targets.
T D G : T here is plent y of
uncertainty around the South
Carolina quarterback situation.
How are t he M inutemen
preparing for a g roup of
quarterbacks with drastically
different skill sets?
AC: Whipple said he expects
a similar game plan if it’s either
Perry Orth or Jake Bentley, but
mentioned that Brandon Mcllwain
is different than the other two. He
said he liked Orth’s experience,
and that Bentley was a big, strong
quarterback with a good arm,
but that’s only going off of the
high school scouting report and
tapes. For Mcllwain, he said in
practice they’ve had some wide
receivers and running backs on
the scout team takes some snaps
to mimic his speed for the readoption plays.
TDG: Fill in the blanks: South
Carolina will win this
game if _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
U M a s s w i l l w i n t h i s g a me
if ______________.
AC: South Carolina will win
this game if it even remotely lives
up to its potential. UMass will win
this game if it plays the best game
in the history of the program.

UofSC hockey embraces social
media to market program
Victoria Simone
@VICTORIASIMONE4

“How’s the hockey
team doing?”
This is not a normal
quest ion to hear
on campus at t he
Un iversit y of Sout h
Carolina. Being situated
comfortably in the heart
of the South, sports that
take place on ice aren’t a
major talking point in a
state where the weather
seem s to ba rely d ip
below 70 degrees. South
C a r o l i n a’s c l u b i c e
hockey team, however, is
working hard to change
that conversation.
South Carolina has
had a club ice hockey
team since 2001, and
the team competes just
outside of Columbia

at t h e Ple x I n d o o r
Sports facility in Irmo.
Players from all over
the country try out for
t he team, which has
resulted in a st rong,
hardwork ing nucleus
of t a lented you ng
men. Coach A llan
Sirois, who played 14
seasons of professional
ho c ke y, h a s led t he
program for t he last
two years. Since taking
over, he has noticed a
definitive increase in
the motivation of the
players that come to join
Gamecock hockey.
However, this push
to be more relevant on
campus does not come
without its struggles.
Being on a campus
that is primarily geared

Courtesy of Kyle Hayden

The South Carolina club hockey team is 3-3 on the
season but has lost their last two games.

towards football means
a constant fight to be
not iced. I n order to
expand their fan base,
the team took matters
into their own hands.
To market themselves,
t hey t u rned to what
they deemed the most
efficient medium: social
media. Most students
today can be found on
t heir phones surf ing
through a home screen
of some social site or
another, and the team
banked on that this year.
“We used this year a
lot of social media like
Facebook and Twitter.
The guys on the team
have been really good
ab out he lp i n g w it h
that,” Coach Sirois said.
W it h t he u se of
Twitter, Facebook and
a website, the ice hockey
team worked hard to put
themselves out there
i n ter m s of c a mpu s
knowledge. In addition
to their own website,
Sirois tries to promote
their fellow SEC teams
in order to benefit all
the club organizations.
Sirois said the team
recently struck up a deal
with FM radio station
107.5, The G ame to

have a feat ured spot
each week to spread the
word about the team
by recappi ng recent
games and previewing
upcoming ones.
Having a partnership
such as this allows the
Gamecocks to connect
with radio listeners and
their fans by giving out
a free t-shirt and hat
each week before games
to raise awareness of
their team.
The team also makes
a habit of reaching out
to fellow communities
in and around campus.
Connecting with local
f raternit ies at Sout h
Carol i na has helped
to increase game
attendance, as has the
players mentioning the
games to friends and
fellow classmates.
Sirois also likes to
send his players out to
local schools to form
con nect ions w it h
younger students. The
players take time to read
and talk to the students,
all t he while let t ing
Columbia k now t hat
hockey is alive, well and
beginning to thrive on
campus.

Thursday, October 20, 2016 22

Gamecocks shift focus towards Minutemen
Ryan Lawson

@TDG_SPORTS

With only six games remaining in
the season, the Gamecocks look to
end a three-game skid as they host the
Massachusetts Minutemen on Saturday.
Even at 1-6, the Minutemen are not
to be taken lightly after giving Florida
and Mississippi State fits earlier in the
season.
The Minutemen enter the contest
off of a 56-28 loss to Louisiana Tech.
Earlier in the season, they traveled to
Gainesville Week 1 and gave the Gators
all they wanted. UMass trailed by only
a field goal at the beginning of fourth
quarter before the Gators pulled away
for a 24-7 win.
In Week 4, the Minutemen hosted
another SEC opponent in Mississippi
State. After leading 14-13 against the
Bulldogs at the half, the Minutemen
were able to keep pace with Mississippi
State in a second half shootout. The
Bulldogs put the game away with a late
touchdown in a 47-35 win.
UMass head coach Mark Whipple
made a move at the quarterback position
after the second game of the year.
Redshirt sophomore Andrew Ford took
over for the Minutemen in Week 3,
leading them to their only win of the
season against Florida International.
The Virginia Tech transfer has put up
numbers since getting the job, throwing
13 touchdown passes.
The Gamecocks’ secondary, which
currently has more interceptions than
touchdowns given up, will like their
chances of adding to its interception
total this week. Ford has thrown at least
one pick each game he’s played, throwing
eight in five contests.
Ford’s favorite target has become
sophomore wide receiver Andy Isabella.
After losing 2015’s leading receiver Tajae
Sharpe to the Tennessee Titans, Isabella
has stepped up with 33 catches for 427
yards and five touchdowns. Isabella has
found the end zone the last three weeks.
Ford also heavily leans on redshirt junior
tight end Adam Breneman, who has
35 catches for 390 yards and a pair of
touchdowns.
The Minutemen’s leading rusher
is sophomore Marquis Young, who’s
averaging just over 4.5 yards per carry.

Yangxing Ding / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina looks to take advantage of Massachusetts’ weak defense to end its three-game losing skid.
O ver t he bye we ek , t here h a s
He has 544 yards to go with three
touchdowns on the season. He had a big been plenty of discussion about the
day against Mississippi State, running Gamecocks starting freshman Jake
Bentley at quarterback. With Perry
for 125 yards and a score.
On the other side of the ball, the
Minutemen have struggled. The
UMass defense currently ranks
111th in the country in total
defense, giving up 468.6 yards
per game. The Minutemen are also
allowing 33.3 points per game, which
2016 Season Statistics
ranks at 103rd in the country.
South Carolina’s offensive struggles
118 in FBS
128 in FBS
have been well-documented over the
Scoring Offense
19.7
14.0
(points per game)
season. With a poor UMass defense
coming into
87 in FBS
80 in FBS
Passing Offense
Williams-Brice 217.6
(yards per game)
Stadium, t he
120 in FBS
125 in FBS
Gamecocks could
Rushing Offense
be able to surpass 20 points for 101.1
(yards per game)
the first time this season. The
103 in FBS
29 in FBS
Minutemen have struggled in all phases
Scoring Defense
33.3
20.2
on the defensive side of the ball. During
(points per game)
their four-game losing streak, they have
95 in FBS
14 in FBS
g iven up
Passing
Defense
31 points 262.4
(yards per game)
or more
110 in FBS
100 in FBS
in every game. The
Rushing
Defense
206.1
(points per game)
Gamecock offense has
an opportunity to get
Orth and Brandon McIlwain struggling
back on track before returning to SEC
to move the ball consistently, Bentley’s
play.
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name has come up for the starting job.
Head coach Will Muschamp has yet to
name a starting quarterback, but did not
rule out Bentley for the job.
“We are going to make a change
if we feel like it’s going to
help benef it ou r footba l l
team. Those are the decisions
we have to make as a staff,”
Muschamp said.
W het her t here is a change at
quarterback or not, there is no doubt
the Gamecock offense needs a spark.
The run game should be able to help
out the offense this week. Running back
R ico Dowdle has
212.2 averaged 4.8 yards
per carr y in t wo
games against Texas
A&M
and
Georgia,
he, along with
92.3
A.J. Turner, should be able to move
the ball against the Minutemen.
For South Carolina, sitting at 2-4
leaves little room for error to make a
bowl game at the end of
173.0 the season. Already in
the need of an upset or
two later on to reach
198.5
the six-win mark, the
G a mecock s simply
cannot afford to lose this one.

SEC Week 8 highlighted by ranked matchups
Jordan Airington
@AIRJ96

Week 7 Record: (4-2)
Overall: (51-14)
Alabama proved to be in a
class of its own with a blowout
victory over Tennessee on the
road. Vanderbilt pulled off
the upset over Georgia while
Florida dominated Missouri,
leaving the SEC East race
b et ween t he Volu nt eer s
and the Gators. The SEC
West race reaches its peak
this week with three ranked
matchups, highlighted by the
heavyweight clash of Texas
A&M and Alabama.
Teams with a bye week:

Florida, Georgia, Tennessee.
UMass at South Carolina
(12 p.m., SEC Network)
South Carolina is set to
return from its bye week by
hosting UMass on Saturday.
The G amecock s hope to
break their current threegame losing streak with an
improved offense against the
Minutemen.
Many questions surround
the quarterback position as
the battle wages on between
Per r y O r t h , Br a ndon
Mc I lwa i n a nd now Ja ke
Bent ley. Ort h played t he
entire game two weeks ago
against Georgia and posted

a solid 288 yards passing.
McIlwain has struggled in his
time on the field this season,
while Bentley has seen an
increase in reps at practice
this week.
T he G a me c o c k s ne e d
to improve their running
g a me beh i nd eit her A .J.
Tu r ner or R ico Dowd le.
The Minutemen have the
unfortunate claim to one of
the nation’s worst defenses
and gave up nearly 700 yards
to Louisiana Tech last week.
If the Gamecocks are ever
going to improve on offense,
SEEPICKSPAGE20
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No. 17 Arkansas and No. 6 Texas A&M face fellow ranked opponents Saturday,
making up two of three ranked matchups between SEC West teams alone.
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No. 6 Texas A&M at No. 1 Alabama

Texas A&M

Alabama

Alabama

Alabama

Alabama

No. 10 Wisconsin at Iowa

Wisconsin

Wisconsin

Wisconsin

Iowa

Wisconsin

West Virginia

West Virginia

TCU

TCU

TCU

No. 17 Arkansas at No. 21 Auburn

Arkansas

Auburn

Auburn

Arkansas

Auburn

No. 23 Ole Miss at No. 25 LSU

Ole Miss

LSU

Ole Miss

LSU

Ole Miss

USC 30-13

USC 24-13

USC 24-10

USC 22-14

Oklahoma

4-2

4-2

4-2

3-3

4-2

27-10

22-15

21-16

21-16

23-14

TCU at No. 12 West Virginia

UMass at South Carolina
Last Week’s Record
Season Record

